1

TGS AND AODA.		2









TGS AND AODA
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation
Date of Submission






The city of Toronto was able to address the environmental challenges facing its residents with the release of the Toronto Green Standards. TGS placed Toronto among Canada’s leaders in energy efficiency performance measures for the new developments in Toronto. The standard puts across several goals for GHG emissions and energy efficiency.
Building developers in low-rise areas respond to high costs of land and labor by minimizing floor to floor heights and residential suite sizes and using lower-quality building materials. Practices such as these bring forth challenges in the effort to reduce energy usage and GHG emissions. Some of the solutions for low-rise multi-unit residential buildings to reduce emission levels include:
a)Tier1:neither HRVs or ERVs are needed to meet Toronto Green Standards because using a frame structure made from wood reduces thermal bridging compared to steel or concrete structures, which are highly conductive.
b)Tier2: Reducing thermal bridging through using vinyl or fiberglass windows frames. In the current Toronto Green Standards, Tier 2 buildings use HRVs or ERVs as mandatory equipment.
c)Tier3: Increasing levels of envelope and efficiency in heat recovery over time. It is also reduced by partially switching fuel for domestic hot water loads and heating with eventual fuel switch standards for new development. This was made possible by creating a two-tier class of at tier 4. 
Any new planning requests, including amendments to zoning by-laws, approvals for site plans, and draft plans of subdivisions, are meant to adhere to tier 1 of the TGS. Achieving the requirements of Tier 2 is voluntary due to the stringent measures it entails. Development projects aiming for Tier 2 status are enticed by incentives such as a partial refund of Development Charge to promote innovation and early adoption.
A more strict version of the TGS implemented in 2014 increased energy efficiency requirements to 15% over the Ontario Building Code for Tier 1 and 25% for Tier 2. The refund incentive has been acknowledged as a key tool to improve the market and build green buildings of high quality.
The AODA outlines the need for redeveloped public spaces and newly constructed areas to be accessible to people with disabilities. The Design of Public Spaces Standard requires communal spaces to be more accessible, and existing spaces that do not need significant reconstruction need not comply. Some examples of these standards need organizations to create policies that remove and prevent barriers for persons living with disabilities. They may impact people’s access to employment services or employment. The standard also requires new sidewalks to be wide; this supports the needs of those with physical disabilities to maneuver without much hindrance.
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	AODA design guidelines on space used for parking spaces to accommodate people living with disabilities
Furthermore, it also mandates organizations to provide communication support and accessible formats upon a person’s request. This helps everyone to be aware of all spoken and printed material. The hiring process of organizations is also highlighted as AODA requires all organizations to provide hiring processes that are accessible. This ensures that hi barriers are present for people with disabilities and boosts their employment chances.
The new standards have also required vehicles meant for public transportation to be more accessible to people with disabilities to help them move freely around Ontario. Lastly, personnel in customer service are required to be trained to serve and communicate with customers living with disabilities. This provides all clients with access to services that they need while still maintaining their dignity.
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